Introductory Biology in the College Now Program
Description and comparison with the on-campus section of the same course
 

Biology in the Modern World (Biol 100) is an introductory course intended for the non-biology major.  This course, ordinarily taken by students for Liberal Arts Core credit, is a standard non-biology major’s course for which an equivalent course is offered at most colleges and universities.  At SMSU, the lecture portion of the course is 3 credits and the laboratory is 1 credit.   Both the lecture and laboratory courses transfer easily to most institutions as non-biology majors, general education courses.

 

Approximately 35 students enroll in the College Now course at each of the participating high schools per year.  At most high schools, Biology in the Modern World is taught over the course of a year to accommodate the high school’s class scheduling format.

 

On the SMSU campus, Biology in the Modern World is taught by a number of Biology faculty, each of whom develops her/his own syllabus around a common core of biology concepts.  The lecture and laboratory syllabi and exams developed for College Now reflect the same common core of biology concepts that are embedded in the on-campus course.  Exam questions are written primarily by the SMSU faculty mentor.  High school teachers are allowed to write exam questions pending approval by the faculty mentor.  The SMSU faculty mentor also approves all course material including textbook, exams, and additional course assignments. Grading in College Now is consistent with the on-campus course.
The laboratory portion of the College Now course is consistent with the general concepts covered in the on-campus laboratory course.   Laboratory experiments and material covered in the College Now course are approved by the SMSU faculty mentor.   Before a school is accepted into the program, SMSU biology faculty review the professional background of the high school teacher as well as laboratory facilities at the applying high school to ensure quality and consistency across high schools.  Each semester, sample lab reports are submitted to the SMSU faculty mentor to confirm approximate equivalency in grading.

 

The grading scheme for the lecture portion of Biology in the Modern World emphasizes examinations which account for more than 70% of the grade.  Other points may be derived from problem assignments, attendance, as well as in-class and out-of class exercises.  Because this portion of the score is intended primarily as an incentive for students to keep up, teachers are allowed wide latitude in structuring this part of the grading scheme.  In addition, this allows teachers to accommodate the grading scheme to their particular circumstances.  Grades are assigned by the SMSU faculty mentor on the same basis as on-campus students.

 

Biology in the Modern World undergoes a process of continual revision and redesign in response to developments in the field of biology and in response to the changing needs of our students.  These changes are reflected in the course taught in the high schools.  In addition, although Biology in the Modern World is a fairly standard course, it inevitably reflects, in part, the individual interests and expertise of the faculty member teaching it.  

The SMSU faculty mentor visits each high school at least once per semester.  Visits are used for conferring with teachers, observing classes, and occasionally teaching a class or offering a special seminar.

 

